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GREA T BRITAIN. 
— | — .. ——— 
| MAY 1 / PLEASE YOUR MAJESTIES. 


_ 


"HE very particular providential a which the Almighty has eracione. | 

ly manifeſted in the late wonderful deliverance of your Majelty from the 
hands of murderous men; in another equally happy preſeryation of your Majeſties on 
the 1ſt inſtant, and the birth of a Princess in the hou: e of the Prince of Wales; call 
upon one of your Majeſty's faithful ſubjecis to beg Jeave to demonſtrate his joyful | 
congratulations on ſuch propitious events, and to expreſs his (incereſt wiſhes and 
prayers to the Almighty for the continuance of his moſt gracious preſervation of the 
lives and proſperity of your Majeſties perſons, your royal houſe, and its ſueceſſion 
to the Britiſh throne to the remoteſt ages. 

Thus actuated by the fincereſt motives for your Majeſties' royal perſons, "TA 
lies, and government, your petitioner, as a kiniſler ofthe goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, humbly begs leave to join this his congratulation with a petiticn, the con- 

teonts of which, he humbly truſts, are conſiſtent with your Majeſty's pious ſemiments, 
for the reſtoration of an honourable peace, the preſervation of the balance of Eu- 
rope, the eſtabliſhment of order in a neighbouring country, and that real and 
genuine liberty, which asithas been gracicuſly provided for, by the noted religicus 
peace eſtabliſhment, in the year 1552—55, is now the wiſh of all good men, 
Though the veil of mystery covers the imperctrable plan of the undermining war, 
yet convinced that the preſent diſmal ſtate of Europe is the indiſputable effect of 
| the corruption of the genuine Chriſtian religion, and ſound peliey, by the 
court of Rome; that the noted e. clesiagticul reservations, have hitherto proved an 
obstac le to the progreſs of retormation in catholic ſtates that Ro uin ſupe tstiticu 
Pas been as great an hinCrance to that union of Christians, (which is to be brought 
nit only by a reconciliaticn of religion, as it afforcs conibuſtibles with the 
court of Rome for carrying en the war by the inſidious french, whoſe conque lis ard 
5 objections to the $/alus gu, are the moſt powerful ſtratagems of that ccutt, to re- 
nin its antient authority, and juriſdiction under its wonted dvphcity; your Ma- 
jeſty's petitioner humbly prays that as it is in your Ma jelly s power to dite the 
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gion, the A which i is equally under the guarantee of the powers of Turope, 
as it is one of the relations of peace and friendſhip, againſt which the French can 
in no way be made a handle any longer by that court, if their ſyſtem againſt the 
Chriſtian and prote-lant re figion i is turnet! againſt them by means of ſuperior force 
of argument, ſupported by a union of the guarantees of the Chriſtian religion, 
which to ſupport alſo the Emperor is bound, firſt and foremoſt, in preference to that 
of the pope and Proſe ſtants, By his imperial oath enjoined by the perpetual capitulation. 

The p acticability and utility of ſuch a ſyſtem is not only obvious ſrom the na- 
ture of the Chriſtian religion, profeſſed by all Eurepean powers ; and from that dif- 


puſition for ſovereignty and independency, peculiaf to every fler ftate ; the vio- 


Jation of which, by the court and religion of Rome, has ever been the cauſe of in- 
finite complaints by every ſtate of Europe, firce the Pope has ſwayed his ſceptre ) 
but alſo from the obligation your Majeſty, the Northern powers, Sweden, Den- 
wark, Ruffia, the king of Pruſſia, and all the Proteſtant ſtates in Germany, are under, 
by virtue of the religious peace-eſtabliſhment ot Augſburg, in the year 1552-55. 
1 will not (ay, that the miſeries of France, and the diſmal effects of the cruel 
war, which, under the new iyrannical ſyſtem have become inſupportable, will 
unite all the wiſhes and efforts of true Frenchmen to bid the glad tidings of ſuch a re« 
conciliation of the Chriſtian religion, in which immediate peace of mind, and the 
eternal ſalvation of the immortal ſou}, is the grand ingredient, highly welcome. 
The ſupport ſuch a ſyſtem obtains from divine revelation, found literature, and 
the ſincere wiſhes of all true patriots, who have the cauſe of God and mankind at 
| Heart, cannot permit your majeſty to ſland ſingle in holding forth the molt preci. 
deus olive branch of peace to the nations of the earth: and that wretch, who pro- 
bably will oppoſe it, muſt ſink into the abyſs of inſuppor able guilt, which his 
ſelf- condemnation has heaped upon him as the reward of his temerity. 
Thoſe ſtipulations, (made in 13 articles, for a perpetual peace, and a reconci. 
liation of religion between the then R, C. ſtates, under Charles V. and the ſtates of 
the Augſburgian confeffion, in the year 15535, ) were afterwards confirmed by the 
powers of Europe iu the Weliphalian peace, and by your Majeſty's predeceſlers, 
on the Britiſh throne, in the peace of A x la Chapelle, &c. and are too well known ts 
your Majeſty to require the inſertion of them in this my humble petition.” @— 
I therefore humbly beg leave to tranfcribe only two paſſages, the firfl fromthe 1ů. 
and the ſecond from the 10th. article, of that peace ſigned by Ferdinand, the ſucceſ« 
8001 of Charles V. in the year 1566-1569, after the council of Trent was concluded, 
Art. 1. * The controyerſial religion ſhall in no manner be brought to an una 
nimous recorciliation but by Chriſtian-like, friendly, peaceable ways and means, 
on pain of the peace of the land“. 
Article. 10. „ As a reconciliation of . ſhall be ſought for by becoming 
5 means; and becauſe it is not eaſy to obtain ſuch a Chriſtian, friendly, and fical 


ecrcaliation without a co Cant Peace ;—it has beea agreed ypcn by all i 8 
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(s) 
that fuch a ſtate of peace fall be at all times faithfully obſerved,” in all its articles, 
until it is obtained. But if ſuch a reconciliation cannot be obtained by means of 
u general council, national convention, discourſes, or imperial tranſactions, there 
mall nevertheleſs ſuch a ſtate of peace ſtand firm and unmovable in all its arti- 
cles until a final reconciliation in matters of faith, ſhall have been obtained,” &ec, 

Theſe, way it pleaſe your Majeſty, are the avguſt ſtipulations made and gua- 
ranteed by the free and independent ſtates of Europe, and ſecure by the perptual 
capitulation of the German empire, independent of the concurrence of the court of 
Rome, againſt whom Proteſtants have ever had ju cauſe to proteft, This 
court, always conſidering the ſupport of the Chriitian religion not by its frienlly | 
Means, but by the temporal ſword, intrigues, and other unbecoming meaſures, has 

proved itſelf unqualified for entering into and bringing about ſuch a reconciliation. 
The corruption of the doQrines of the reformation, the ſupporting, and railing of 
Teas, parties, broils, diffenfions, inſurrections and wars, in the ſtates of Europe, with 
| a view, to overthrow the Status quo ſecured by the above eſtabliſhment has ever 
been notorious ;--till of late, when it pretended to be more friendly to the civil po. 
ers, becauſe that court knew very well, that the Fren h would do thecruel part of 
its buſineſs in its ſtead, by the abhorred, crnel and unxccountable revolution. 

An atheiſti al, deiftical and unitarian ſyſtem has been adopted, by which they 
may draw in Jews, Turks, and a number of apoſtatiziog 1 Chriltians to overthrow | 
the ru quo, and 10 reduce by force of arms, not only Proteſtant countries, but 
the whole world, either under Rome heathen or papal Jurisdict ion. 

There is an analogy between the prefent papal {yltem, now verging to-vardy 
2 modification into the French, and that of the French, ſince the revolution, which 
muſt of courſe enſlave Europe, it that diviſion betw :en the Northern Proteſ- 
1am powers, the Empreſs of Ruffia, and other Proteſtant ſtates, continues as it 
has done hitherto, probably by the ſecret ird nnkown influence of that court. 
Rome through France will dictate, her dictates are effectual, becauſe her uni- 
verſal ir fluence knows how to apply and to execute underhandedly, 

A ſyſtem of reconciliation, independent of the Pope, by wh. ch ufurped French 

| 8 s are reduced to their primitive Biblieal ſtate, muſt of courſe diſcover tb 
Utent fprings of the revolution, give energy to the negociation of the free indepen- 
dert Proteſta and Catholic ftates of Europe, detect the partizans of Rome, an! 
deliver be fincere Catholic, as well as the true Proteſtant, from imminent danger, 

The inſididuſnefs of Rome's conduct fince the council of Trent, to the French 
revolution, may be evidently traced through every trial the Proteſtant church ; 

| and flates have undergone ;-—ani its policy in modelling the modern cone 
: ſtitution, ſpace 6. Fears, (whoſe laws, according to public record, am unt now. 
to 15479) together with that abſolute faperintendenry over religious worſhip, ts 
be performed confar: nah to that infernal bulk of laws, ate e Ariking accompliſh- 
F ment, 


| 1 

ments of that als prophecy, mentioned by the prophee Dan. ch. vii. 

ag. © The little horn ſhall ſpeak great words againſt the moſt high, and think to 
change times and laws, ard they ſhall be given into bis hands until a time, times, 
and half a time (or 3 times bh and 333; as it appears from thoſe 2300 prophetic days 
mentioned in chap. viii 9-14. and have been fulfilled in the X VIth century ; when 
the Augſburgian confeſſion, and the 39 articles of the church of England were eſla- 
bliſhed, when the daily ſacrifice, (or the evening and morning ſervice) was re- 
fored; when Rome's power broke, and Proteſtant forces were no longer trodden 
under . for it can be proved from hiſtory, that theſe three great events are the. 

foretold charaReriſtics of the time of the reformation ever ſince the year 1552, 55. 
when the taking of the fort Ehrenberg by the Proteſtant ſtates, and the victory 
-oves the invincible Spaniſh ar nada, the jiſſue of the 30 years, ard other * an 
wars, decided in favour of Protestantiſm. 

The unhappy diviſions amongſt Proteſtants ſince that time, afford no argument 
againſt the truth of their cauſe, and would certainly ceaſe, if a reconciliatory ſyſ. 
tem of the eſſential points of Chriſtianity were unanimouſly adopted by the powers 

of Europe. Nay they would not have attained to that height, had not an equality of 
three inſtead of one religior, by the Weſtphalian treaty, given advantage to the peri- 
lous policy of the Reman conclave, „which has cauſed craft to proſper in its hand.” 
Your Majeſty's petitioner begs leave to inform your Majelly, that from the krow- | 
| ledge he has acquired of the ſlate of Proteſlant Diſſenters in this metropolis he is 
convinced, that much good is done amongst them, notwithſtanding thoſe differences, 
| which tender them notable in their different departments. — They, like miniiters 
of ſtate, of Cifferert knowledge anf abilities, have but one general intereſt, name- 
ly, to ſerve Chriſt, and as luch, they cannot be enemies to the ſtate and king of 
their country, Your Majesty's petitioner is no advocate for any other pupoſe. 
| Your Majeſty's petitioner is ſorry, that a late pamphlet, e entitled, An Enquiry 
into the Origin of Epiſcopacy, has rather too harſhly ſtigmatized them Heretics, 
acling by an incompetent authority. Such a conduct towards a great body of ſubjects is 
nat a favourable ſymptom of an union, which, in the preſent awſul criſis, when the 
Pope and Roman Catholic powers ſeem to throw off ihe maſk, and by an inſi- 
dious peace, or war, are modelling the old ſyſtem into a conformity to that of 
the French, equally under a Jacobin direction, is eſſential to this country. 
In ſuch a caſe nothing is more neceſſary than a reconciliatory ſyſtem, on the bafia. 
. of God's word ; Which, bearing a ffriking analogy to that of the French, in ibe prin- 
ciples of unity and indiviſibility, would, if ſupported by the litany of the church, 
lor univerſal prayers) bring the country nearer to an unanimi.y of ſentiments. 
Sucha ſyſtem is that which a grecious God has provided for the government, 


und lulvation ot ane, ma cov qu ah * Ke 118 exiſterce ſet forth in te 
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15 e 
Brit 3 of Geneſis, wich, as it is 2 precedent of all n. Nrikes at 
whe root of all uſurpation, ſuperſtition, and eſpecially of that groſs impoſition of 
the ſpiritual authority of the pope, which he improperly dates from the time of 
Christ in the fleſh, and not from the creation, whenee jt is evident that the 
ſpiritual and temporal authority is but one and.indiviſible, the free and independ- 
ent gift of God, to the two repreſentatives of all mankind, and transferred by them 
under his providential direction, to ſuch qualified and made willing by him for 
doing his will. As it is acknowledged even by papiſts, that Fpiritual and temporal 
authority, were veſted in the chief magistrate in the Jewiſh state, wo authorities 
abſolutely independent of one another for ever cannot be God's will, in the evan- 
gelical church, as it is held by papiſtis. The management of temporal ſtates, like 
that of the bocy by the ſoul, can only be done by God's ſpiritual authority. When 


Chriſt confined the office of his apoſtles to the preaching of the goſpel, to make 


all nations his diſciples, & Matt. xxviii. it was in conformity to the original pari- 
d. ſaical charter, repleniſh the earth, viz. with ſpiritual ſudjects:— It was in oppoſi- 
tion *o that abuſe of power, by which the then Roman rulers, had by God's ſufferarce 
temporary authority, over thoſe who would rot be governed ty God,s will; whoſe du. 
ration and ce ruction he had foretold, that it ſhculd last no longer than 3 times 666. 
and half of 666 years, i. e. 2331. Rome's time is now accompliſhed Rev. xiii. xviii.1. 
From theſe arguments it plainly appears that both ſpiritual and temporal autho- 


| rity have one and the ſame author, and ate un ted in one perſon for the accompliſhs | 


ment of one and the ſame purpoſe, God's glory, and the good of hit chuach, 


The ſtate-ſettlements between Proteſlat i princes and fates beirg limited by the 
fame authority, and for the ſame purpofes, have their origin from God through 


. Deut. xvii. 14. &c. Rev. x. 11. &c. xi. 15. &c. XXI. 21. 


The diſtinction between the tuman and divine right is therefore inconfint. | 


ent with the primitive o:dinance of God; it is the effe& of that abuſe and miſap- 
cation of the divine powers, in a ſoul attachment to earthly objects, which by 
the craftineſs of the French has attained to ſach a pitch of corruption, that thoſe di- 


vine principles of unity, indivi{ibility, liberty, and equality. ſovereignity, ſocial 
. guarrantee and reſistance against oppre ſſion, are diverting the mind from Qud and 


applying it to tranſitory objects. and a foppiſh aggrandiſement. A reduction 
therefore to their primitive State is not only highly ſuitable to the preſent state of 
things, but alſo necelsary tor God's and the community's ſake, to prevent the | im. 
poſition of a new ſystem of 15479 Jaws by the torce of arms. 


As the means of reconciliation, can be only Chriſtian-I'ke and triendly ; : a TY 


| the French object to the Chriſtian religion, ard the s/aius quo: no C hriſtlan pow 


er can force them to ſet their hards to a Chriſtian treat y, ; but if it can be proved 
that their lead ng ideas, ate taken from dwine revel,tion, and miſapplied to their 
ret ublic for the deſirud ion of the lives, prope ties, and frecc om of mankind, 


the laws of rations, in their divine capacity. mult decide the matter. 


Kay 1 youu your en. Jour humult petitioner is baer averſe FRO de- 
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wiſiag eons injurious t6 the rights of s bold indivi wal 
Kis defigning.- adherents, humbly believe i it is the duty of Cdrittian petemates * 
 xetaliate bis craft, ſo arttully diſplayed ſyr oe the-reformation, by hindering the com 
ple tion thereof, Which he is abov? to make by a union of the united forces of 
Spain, &x. and thoſe of France, or by being pait in the treaty, which if permitted. 
would be a reacknowlellging his autbority in the new order of things And as this 
would be the occaſion of ſeas of blood, between the Prateſtent and Greek church, 
don one lide, andpapills, and the French on the other ; a non almittance to the treaty, 
40d a proteſt againſi that part of the s/atus quo, teſpecting the *eccleciasticel reserualions 
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nd papel tencts, by the Proteſiant powers of Europe, muſt overrule. the whole 


wo igp of the revolution, and bring things into the: [i properthapnel. (he 

It is therefore with humble ſubmiſſion, that .your Majeſty: s petitioner bow leave 
10 ſubmit, io your Majeſty's conſideration a plan far. reconciling religious differ- | 
endes, whoſe contents are foundeg on the primitive conſtitution of mank ind, and 
tbe whole tenor of the holy ſeripture, conſiſtent, with the relations of. peace and 
1 amongſt Chriſtian nations, ſince the firſt. independent palinical aud re- 
ligious peace eſtabliſhment of prozeſtantiſin in this cou and German, in he 
year. of our Lord 1552—1559 © A5 * 12 4 

A ſystem calculated 10 reduce and fpiritualize Teng modern pol itics, „ 
their original biblical state and to reader them conſistent with their objeRions W 
Roman a od papal ſuperstition, uſurpation, and ſpiritual tyranny,. as it is conſist- 
ent with most of the creeds of the diſſerent denominations of. Christians, who be- 
lie ve the unity und indiviGbility of one independent covenant God, manifested in 
 Christ Jeſus, for the redemption and lalvation of ther that. believe. Specimens 
whereof your Majesty's petitioner has publiſhed in feveral of his books, and eſpe. 
. cially in his Second Letter to the Critical, Reviewers, which he. herehy, begs, leave | 
0 ſubmit to your Majeſty's conſideration, with an bumble offer to render them 
Ft t any purpoſe, conſistent with the boly ſcriptures, the glary of God, and mme 


_ wellfare of mankind, for the ſatixfaRtion, of your Majesty. And Nur Majeny' 5 * 
tinoner will ever pray, OF on. 
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